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10-14-2019

Laceration Discharge Summary for Cresent

Case Summary: Cresent, 2yo Thoroughbred mare, presented into LBEMC for a right hind
metatarsal ultrasound following laceration to the plantar metatarsal region. Last Friday the
wound was examined 24 hours post-injury and ultrasound was recommended due to concern for
tendon involvement. The wound could not be sutured due to extensive limb swelling. Upon arrival
at LBEMC Cresent was found to have sustained a laceration to her right forehead during the
trailer ride. Reported to be up-to-date on tetanus vaccine within the past 6 months. 

Temperature: 100.2 F
Heart Rate: 48 bpm
Respiration: 20 brth/min
Attitude: Bright, alert, and responsive
Lameness: None at the walk
Laceration (head): There is a fresh full-thickness 'v' shaped laceration on the right forehead. The wound is approximately 6-7cm
in length. 
Laceration (right hind): Bandage in place upon arrival. Upon removal of the bandage, there is a significant improvement in limb
swelling. There is a healthy bed of granulation tissue in the wound and the wound flap is moderately contracted. No foul smell or
increased wound drainage. 

Right hind metatarsal ultrasound: There was thickening of the area around the wound with gas near the bottom of the wound.
The tendons (superficial and deep digital flexor tendons) did not appear to be affected by the laceration. There was no obvious
fracture of the splint bone on the outside of the limb. As discussed this tendon is at risk forming adhesions due to the close
proximity of the wound to the tendon. This wound is likely going to take 2-3 months to heal completely.

The laceration on the forehead was clipped, cleaned, blocked locally, and sutured closed using 1 PDS in a simple interrupted
pattern. 

Medications

1. Trimethoprim-Sulfa (TMS antibiotic): Please give 16 tabs orally twice daily for 14 days. 
2. Discontinue penicillin and gentamicin. 
3. Bute: Please give 1 gram orally twice daily for 2 days, then 1 gram orally once daily for 2 more days. 

*Many medications can cause diarrhea in horses. If your horse develops loose manure or stops eating, please discontinue all
medications and call us right away.

Exercise/Housing

Stall confinement until the wound is healed. 



Bandage Changes

Please change the bandage every 2-3 days. It is important that she remains in a heavy compression bandage until the wound is
healed in order to reduce motion, proud flesh, and swelling.  Bandage layers are as follows:
1) Neosporin antibiotic ointment on wound (may need to use steroid ointment if proud flesh develops). Non-adherent pad held in
place with gauze roll.
2) Thick cotton padding, brown gauze, vet wrap. Be sure the brown gauze and vet wrap does not contact the skin. Elastikon at
top and bottom. 

Recheck Exam: Upon Cresent arriving back home please have your regular vet re-examine and
take over her care. 

Suture Removal: Please have her sutures removed in 14-18 days

 

Don't hesitate to contact us with any questions or concerns.

Rudy Madrigal DVM, DACVIM
Grace Monmaney DVM, 
gmonmaney@lbemc.com
and the team at Loomis Basin Equine Medical Center
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